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Challenge overview

• There are three ciphertext-only challenge stages
• Try to break each code
• Take note of the “codeword“ described in each stage
• Submit the codewords in the form:

“codeword1-codeword2-codeword3”
• Note that codewords are case sensitive
• You have at most 5 attempts to submit the complete 

codeword
• Example:

If you find the codewords “one”, “tWo”, and “THREE”, then 
you should submit your answer as:

“one-tWo-THREE” (without the quotation marks)
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Stage 1 – Caesar cipher

• Codeword: Third word of decrypted text.

• Ciphertext:
Donx dlqd kdqndod, orsxvvd nllwrv 
vhlvrr.

Distributed Systems         
University Duisburg-Essen

3



Stage 2 – Monoalphabetic Substitution

• Codeword: Given in decrypted text.
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Stage 3 – Unknown cipher

• Codeword:
Given in decrypted text, all upper-case

• Ciphertext:
UT-ZAH! CHA-GEE YIL-TAS SEIS 
"TSAH WOL-LA-CHEE A-KEH-DI-
GLINI TSE-NILL AH-YA-TSINNE NE-
AHS-JAH".
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The MTC3 Team wishes you success!
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